How and Why Chaperone-Usher Pilus Rods Stretch.
Type 1 and P pili are important virulence factors of uropathogenic Escherichia coli, the leading cause of urinary tract infections. In this issue of Structure, Hospenthal et al. (2017) describe a near-atomic resolution cryo-EM structure of the type 1 pilus rod, providing molecular insights into rod uncoiling in two pili.